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A  SUE7EY  OF  VACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOLS 
AUTHORIZATION 

In  connection  with  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  vacation  church  school  move¬ 
ment,  stock  taking  of  past  e^qperience  and  the  present  situation  was  in  order# 
Research  was  needed  to  know  how  best  to  go  forward  in  the  projection  of  vacation 
chTirch  school  texts  and  in  order  to  plan  carefully  for  general  vacation  church 
school  work.  Accordingly,  members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Graded  Series  and  the 
Committee  on  Children’s  Work  of  the  Commission  on  General  Christian  Education 
met  Jointly  and  agreed  to  request  the  assistance  of  the  Central  Department  of 
Research  and  Survey  in  making  such  a  study.  This  request  was  approved  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Commission  on  General  Christian  Education  in  October 
1951*  The  request  for  the  study,  accompanied  by  an  outline  tf  the  kinds  of  data 
needed,  was  submitted  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Christian  Education  Research, 
which  approved  the  study,  and  gave  guidance  in  determining  the  procedures  to  be 
followed  and  the  final  form  of  the  questionnaire# 

SCOPE 


The  Vacation  Church  School  sub-committee  of  the  Committee  on  Children’s  Work 
requested  that  the  survey  secure  the  following  information  regarding  vacation 
church  schools:  (l)  organization,  including  number  of  departments,  age  groupings, 
size  of  schools,  length  of  schools;  (2)  leadership,  including  who  planned  the 
schools,  composition  of  teaching  staff,  training  and  experience  of  staff; 

(3)  curricular  materials  and  program;  (4)  relationship  to  other  activities  of 
the  ch-urch  and  community;  (5)  fina^ial  arrangements;  (6)  religious  affiliation 
of  pupils;  (7)  general  evaluation  and  expression  of  needs. 

The  member  denominations  of  the  Division  of  Christian  Education  were  asked  to 
provide  data  from  their  local  churches.  Selected  city  and  state  councils  of 
churches  were  also  asked  to  secure  data  from  interdenominational  vacation  schools# 

PROCEDURE 

The  Vacation  Church  School  sub-committee  prepared  a  list  of  the  type  of  infor¬ 
mation  needed  by  that  committee.  This  list  was  the  basis  for  a  questionnaire 
developed  with  the  assistance  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Christian  Education 
Research  and  the  sub-committee  members.  (See  Appendix) 

Several  children’s  workers  experimented  with  the  use  of  the  questionnaire  in 
local  churches,  and  revisions  were  made  as  a  res\iLt  of  their  experience.  The 
denominational  children’s  and  youth  work  directors  were  asked  to  send  out  the 
questionnaire  with  an  explanatory  letter  to  a  random  sampling  of  vacation  schools 
in  their  denominations.  Large  denominations  were  asked  to  select  every  twentieth 
vacation  school  on  an  alphabetical  list.  Smaller  denominations  were  asked  to 
select  every  tenth  vacation  school  on  a  similar  list.  In  some  cases  such  lists 
were  not  available  in  the  national  office,  and  state  or  area  directors  of  Christian 
education  were  then  asked  by  the  national  directors  to  make  such  a  random  selection# 

A  letter  was  sent  to  every  tenth  city  council  of  churches  as  listed  in  the  direc¬ 
tory  compliled  by  the  Central  Department  of  Field  Administration,  asking  if  inters 
denominational  vacation  schools  had  been  held  in  that  community  during  the 
previous  summer#  If  the  reply  was  affirmative,  a  questionnaire  for  the  survey 
Was  sent  to  that  city# 

Seven  hundred  sixty-four  questionnaires  were  returned  to  the  National  Council 
from  denominational  schools,  and  118  from  interdenominational  schools,  or  a  total 


of  882  vacation  schools.  The  survey  was  conducted  in  vacation  schools  of  20 
denominations,  and  in  interdenominational  schools  in  25  states. 

Blanks  from  individual  schools  were  returned  to  the  Department  of  Research  and 
Survey  of  the  National  Council  for  tabulating,  with  the  exception  of  United 
Church  of  Canada  schools.  The  information  was  ta■b^llated  in  the  office  of  this 
denomination  and  a  summary  sent  to  the  National  Council,  In  some  cases  informa¬ 
tion  secured  through  the  denominational  offices  proved  to  he  from  interdenomina¬ 
tional  schools;  in  such  cases,  the  data  were  classified  interdenominationally, 

FINDINUS 


I,  Organization  of  the  Vacation  Church  School 
•  < 

1,  Departments  in  the  School  -  Primary  and  Junior  departments  are  almost  univer¬ 
sally  included  in  the  vacation  school:  of  the  total  of  882  schools,  about 
99  per  cent  included  these  two  departments.  One .can  also  be  almost  certain 
that  there  will  be  a  Kindergarten  department,  but  only  slightly  more  than 
half  the  schools  reported  Intermediate  departments.  Twenty-eight  per  cent 
had  Nursery  departments. 

Number 

of 


Denomi- 

Schools 

Nursery 

Kindergarten 

Primary 

Junior 

Intermediate 

national 

764 

211 

722 

754. 

756 

467 

Schools 

(zm 

i9‘*.5%) 

(98.75^)  ■ 

(98.9^) 

(61^) 

Interde- 

nomina- 

118 

42  . 

■  117 

118 

117 

63 

tional' 
Schools'  * 

(35%) 

(99%) 

(100^) 

(99%) 

(53%) 

In  addition,  three  schools  reported  they  were  ungraded,  with  all  pupils  in 
one  group;  two  reported  high  school  gro\:5)s;  one  reported  an  adult  group; 
and  in  one  school  pupils  of  high  school  age  and  older  were  enrolled  in  a 
teacher  training  class  related  to  the  vacation  school, 

2,  Ages  Included  in  Each  Department  -  Although  by  far  the  largest  number  of 

schools  reported  that  they  followed  the  traditional  grading  patterns,  many  of 
them  included  in  departments  pupils  much  yoimger  or  older  than  the  age  span 
for  which  curriculum  is  prepared.  A  study  of  Chart  2  will  indicate  the  wide 
age  range  in  each  department: 


Nursery  -  from  0  to  6  years 
Kindergarten  -  from  0  to  8  years 
Primary from  0  to  11  years 
Junior  -  from  6  to  16  years 
Intermediate  -  from  8  to  20  years 


Thus , although  traditional  departments  names  are  given  to  the  age  groupings  of 
pupils,  there  is,  in  some  cases,  very  little  relation  to  the  age  span  usually 
included  in  departments  so  named.  This  tendency  is  especially  noted  in  small 
schools,  where  all  children  from  infants  to  5  or  6  years  are  grouped  together 
and  called  either  the  »Nursery'»  or  the  "Kindergarten.''  In  24  schools,  ?  and  8 
year  olds  were  included  in  the  "Kindergarten, "  and  in  10  of  these  cases  the 
lower  age  limit  was  6  years, 
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Chart  1.  PEECMTAGE  OF  SCHOOLS  EEPORTING  EACH  DEPAETJ/IMT 


Range:  from 
"  \5i  Pres. US 
to  46^  E&R 


Num'ber  of  Schools  Reporting: 

Denominational  —  "jSh 
Interdenominational —  llg 

Legend: 


Range:  from  33. 3^ 

Oh,  of  England  in 
Canada  to  100^ 

AI'IE  Zion  (l  church 

reporting) 

Moravian  (2  churches 
reporting) 
Friends  (3  churches 
reporting) 


-  Denominational 


Interdenominational 


In  ‘‘Primary'*  departments,  22  schools  included  children  under  6  years  of  age;  an 
occasional  school  reported  that  it  had  only  two  groupings,  that  all  of  the  younger 
children  were  in  the  "Primary"  department,  and  all  the  older  ones  in  the  "Junior" 
department.  Prohahly  the  most  significant  fact  in  the  report  on  primary  grading 
is  that  210  schools  include  children  9  years  of  age  or  older  in  the  "Primary" 
department;  in  19  of  these  schools,  the  lowest  age  in  the  Primary  department  is 
8  years.  Ten  and  11  year  old  children  are  included  in  2?  schools. 

Children’s  workers  may  he  surprised  to  discover  that  the  "Junior"  department  in 
vacation  schools  may  include  children  as  young  as  6  years  and  as  old  as  16.  Chil¬ 
dren  between  6  and  8  are  included  in  72  schools;  children,  or  youth,  ages  12  to 
15  are  included  in  261  schools.  Allowing  for  the  fact  that  in  giving  the  number 
"12"  in  reports  of  Junior  grading,  the  reporters  may  have  implied  "up  to  12" 
instead  of  "through  12,  "  there  still  remain  48  schools  where  pi:pils  13  years  of  age 
or  older  are  reported. 

The  Intermediate  groups  contain  the  widest  age  differential  of  all  departments, 
ranging  from  8  to  23.  In  fact,  in  many  schools  any  one  above  Junior  age  seems  to 
be  included  in  the  "Intermediate"  department.  There  are  also  schools  which 
combine  the  Junior  and  Intermediate  age  children,  and  simply  call  the  department 
either  "Junior"  or  "Intermediate,"  Fifty-seven  Intermediate  departments  included 
children  between  8  and  11  years;  36  departments  reported  pupils  15  years  of  age 
and  older.  If  the  "15  year"  reports  are  eliminated  on  the  assumption  that  the 
reporter  meant  "up  to  15"  instead  of  "through  15,"  there  still  remain  46  depart¬ 
ments  reporting  pupils  I6  years  of  age  or  older. 


The  tabulation  of  age  grouping  is  as  follows: 


Nursery  Department 


Department  including  children  under  3 
Departments  composed  of  children  3-4 
Departments  including  children  5-6 


Kindergarten  Department 


Departments  including  children  3  or  younger 
Departments  composed  of  children  3-5 
Departments  composed  of  children  4-5 
Departments  composed  of  children  4-6 
Departments  including  children  7-8 
Departments  including  children  3  or  younger  and 

6  or  older 


.9 

Denomina- 

Interdenomi- 

tional 

national 

Total 

Schools 

Schools 

96 

84 

12 

103 

87 

16 

20 

16 

4 

23 

20 

3 

97 

92 

5 

A'09 

340 

69 

211 

183 

28 

22 

19 

3 

32 

27 

5 

Primary  Department 
Number  reporting  -  822 


Departments 

including  children  5  or  younger 

18 

16 

2 

Departments 

composed  of  children  6—7 

40 

32 

8 

Departments 

composed  of  children  6-8 

516 

449 

67 

Departments 

composed  of  children  6-9 

112 

92 

20 

Departments 

composed  of  children  7-8  or  7“9 

105 

93 

12 

Departments 

including  children  10  or  older 

27 

23 

4 

Departments 

including  children  5  or  younger  and 

9  or  older 

■4 

4 

0 

-5- 

Junior  Department 
Number  reporting  -  7^3 


Departments 

Departments 

Departments 

Departments 

Departments 

Departments 

Departments 


including  children  8  or  younger 
composed  of  children  9-10 
composed  of  children  9-11 
composed  of  children  9-12 
composed  of  children  10-11  or  10-12 
including  children  13  or  older 
including  cliildren  8  or  younger  and 
12  or  older 


Interde- 

Denomi- 

nomina- 

national 

tional 

Total 

Schools 

Schools 

59 

50 

9 

32 

30 

2 

384 

365 

19 

139 

122 

17 

79 

64 

15 

37 

13 

13 

0 

Intermediate  Department 
Number  reporting  -  493 


Departments 

including  children  11  or  younger 

54 

46 

8 

Departments 

composed  of  children  12-13 

82 

69 

13 

Departments 

composed  of  children  12-14 

208 

185 

23 

Departments 

composed  of  children  13-14 

23 

20 

3 

Departments 

including  children  15  or  older 

133 

119 

14 

Departments 

including  children  11  or  younger  and 

15  or  older 

3 

3 

0 

3«  Method  of  Departmental  G-rading.  Since  the  vacation  school  is  held  during  the 
summer,  there  are  differences  of  opinion  as  to  whether  a  child  should  be  . 
classified  in  the  vacation  school  according  to  the  public  school  grade  he  has 
Just  completed  or  according  to  the  school  grade  he  will  enter  in  the  fall. 
This  is  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that  some  church  schools  have  promo¬ 
tion  to  new  grades  and  departments  in  June;  others  do  not  promote  pupils 
until  the  beginning  of  the  autiamn  quarter.  The  vacation  schools  studied  in 
this  survey  replied  to  the  inquiry  regarding  method  of  grading  as  follows: 


Number 

Re-porting 

By  Grade  Just 
Completed 

By  Grade 
Entering 

Ey 

Me 

By  Grade 
in  S.S. 

Other 

Method 

Denominational 

Schools 

749 

62^ 

19% 

1^ 

3% 

1% 

Interdenomina¬ 
tional  Schools 

117 

75% 

17% 

e% 

__ 

4.  Enrollment.  The  average  enrollment  in  the  Primary  department  is  higher  than 
in  any  other  department.  Next,  in  order,  are  Kindergarten  and  Junior. 

Nursery  and  Intermediate  have  the  smallest  average  enrollment.  In  every 
department,  the  proportion  of  girls  is  higher  than  of  boys*  the  smallest  per¬ 
centage  of  boys  being  enrolled  in  Intermediate  departments. 


I'l'om'ber  of  Schools 
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Chart  2.  GRALIKG  III  THE  VACATION  CHURCH  SCHCCL 


Denominational  Schools  Interdenominational  Schools 


Dep.artraent 

Number 

Reporting 

Average 

Enrollment 

Number 

Reporting 

Average 

^rollment 

Nursery 

181 

14 

35 

16 

Kindergarten 

651 

24 

108 

47 

Primary 

688 

28 

108 

58 

Junior 

690 

23 

108 

42 

Intermediate 

4l6 

13 

23 

Total  Pupil  Enrollment 

729 

83 

115 

167 

Teachers  and  Other  Staff 

729 

15 

115 

23 

Percentage  of  Boys 

Department  Denom,  Schl,  Interdenom, 

Percentage  of  Girls 
Schl,  Denom, Schl,  Interdenom 

Nuts  ery 

46^ 

,46:^ 

54^ 

5^ 

Kindergarten 

Wjo 

45, 6^ 

54^ 

54,^4^ 

Primary 

46^ 

kWfo 

5>4 

5(f 

Junior 

44^ 

42^ 

5(4 

5?$ 

Intermediate 

4l^ 

39f» 

554 

61^ 

Total  Pupil  Enrollment 

Wjo 

44f» 

56^ 

5($ 

Length  of  Schools,  For  some  years,  the  leaders  in  the  Vacation  Church  School 
movement  have  recommended  that  local  churches  and  communities  attempt  to 
lengthen  the  period  of  vacation  schools,  in  order  to  give  more  time  for 
Christian  education,  and  in  order  to  provide  constructive  summer  experiences 
for  the  pupils.  The  cooperative  Vacation  School  texts  have  "been  prepared  for 
four  v/eeks  schools.  The  question  has  arisen  as  to  whether  this  planning  for 
four  weeks  is  realistic  in  light  of  current  practices.  Is  a  course  planned  for 
four  weeks  unusable  in  a  shorter  school?  If  guidance  material  is  prepared 
for  the  longer  school,  are  the  suggestions  confusing  to  a  committee  or  leader 
planning  a  two  weeks  school?  These  and  many  similar  questions  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  if  a  survey  of  current  practices  indicates  that  most  communities  and 
churches  are  not  conducting  the  longer  schools.  Information  secured  in  this 
survey,  as  indicated  below,  reveals  that  the  great  proportion  ^f  vacation 
schools  are  conducted  for  a  period  of  two  weeks,  and  that  schools  of  less  than 
two  weeks  outnumber  those  conducted  for  more  than  two  weeks. 


Number 

Length  -jf  Schools 

Less  than 

More  than 

Reporting 

Two  Weeks 

Two  Weeks 

Two  Weeks 

Denominational  736 

iBfo 

7Si 

■  14 

Interdenominational  II8 

Qzfo 

lOfo 

It  v;ill  be  noted  that  the  percentages  for  interdenominational  schools  are  much 
lower  for  short  schools  and  much  higher  for  schools  of  more  than  two  weeks  than 
is  true  of  denominational  schools.  Of  schools  lasting  more  than  two  weeks, 

32  are  three  weeks  schools,  four  last  four  weeks,  two  last  six  weeks,  and  one 
lasts  ten  weeks. 

Closely  related  to  the  length  of  the  school,  in  considering  the  amount  of 
time  available  for  Christian  education,  are  the  number  of  days  per  week  the 
school  is  in  session  and  the  length  of  a  school  day.  By  combining  these  two 
statistics  it  is  possible  to  arrive  at  the  total  number  of  teaching  hours 
in  the  vacation  school.  The  schools  included  in  this  survey  may  be  classified 
as  follows: 
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Chart  3.  AVERAGE  El'IROLLMENT  IE  VACATION  CHERCE  SCHOOL 
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Chart  4,  COMPARISON  OF  BOY  AND  GIRL  EfTOLLMENT 


Per  cent  cent 


-10 


Chart  5.  LMGTH  OP  SCHOOLS 
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Chart  6.  TOTAL  HOURS  IN  SCHOOL 
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Total  Hours 

in  the  Vacation 

Church  School 

Number 

20  hours 

Over 

Reporting 

or  less 

21-30  hours 

31-40  hours 

40  hours 

Denom,  Sch,  743 

65^ 

2$ 

^jo 

Interdenom.  Sch,  117 

7855 

3^ 

Of  the  3^  schools  reporting  from  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  ^  per  cent 
were  of  more  than  40  hours  duration,  and  account  for  most  of  the  denomina¬ 
tional  schools  in  this  category. 

The  number  of  hours  per  day  in  a  vacation  school  is  also  of  concern  to 
va.cation  school  leaders,  especially  if  they  are  attempting  to  suggest  the 
content  of  daily  sessions. 


Hours  per  DaV  in  the  Vacation  Chirrch  School 


Number 

Reporting 

2  hours 

2?  hours 

3  hours 

Over 

3  hours 

Denom,  Sch,  730 

15^ 

40^ 

38^ 

If 

Interdenom,  Sch,  120 

8^ 

Wf, 

Of  the  29  United  Church  of  Canada  schools  included  in  the  survey,  it  was 
reported  that  "most"  were  in  session  2-|-  hours  per  day. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  J2  schools  reported  sessions  of  5  hours  or 
more  per  day,  and  several  schools  had  longer  sessions  for  the  Junior  and  Inter¬ 
mediate  departments  than  for  the  younger  age  groups. 

In  practically  every  case,  the  vacation  school  was 'conducted  five  days  per 
week,  although  a  few  of  the  one  week  schools  reported  meeting  for  six  days, 
and  several  of  the  long  term  schools  met  for  only  three  days  per  week.  In 
one  case,  evaluated  as  an  "unsuccessful"  school,  sessions  were  held  only  one 
day  per  week  for  six  weeks, 

6,  Time  of  Day  Schools  Are  Held,  More  than  9^  per  cent  of  the  vacation  schools 
reporting  met  during  the  morning.  However,  70  reported  time  schedules  which 
included  afternoon  and  evening  sessions.  Thirty- three  schools  met  in  the 
afternoon;  two  of  them  reporting  that  the  schools  were  conducted  from  4  to 
6  0 ’clock  each  day.  Twenty-eight  schools  reported  both  morning  and  afternoon 
sessions,  and  11  schools  reported  evening  sessions.  In  two  of  these  cases, 
sessions  were  held  both  morning  and  evening;  the  others  held  the  entire 
school  in  the  evening,  for  two  or  three  hours  betv/een  6  and  9  o  ’clock. 

7*  Lack  of  Intermediate  Le-oartments.  As  reported  in  section  1  above,  many 

vacation  schools  do  not  have  Ikirsery  or  Intermediate  departments.  Vacation 
school  leaders  have  not  recommended  Nursery  departments,  but  Intermediate 
departments  have  always  been  part  of  the  curricular  and  administrative 
planning  for  vacation  schools.  Therefore,  schools  were  asked  to  state  the 
reasons  for  not  having  Intermediate  departments.  The  answers  may  be  tabu¬ 
lated  as  follov/si 
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Lack  of  Other  Ade- 

Pup  i 1  qua t  e  Sum- 

Interest  mer  Program 


Lack  of 
Leaders 


Lack  of 
Guace 


Denom.  Sohl.  297  57^  29^ 

Interdenom.  Sch.  55  ‘i'ii’ 


2% 

25f» 


Intermediate 

Working 


Intermediates  No  Intermediates  Other 

Serve  as  Helpers  in  Church _  Reason 


Denom*  Sch,  7^ 

Interdenom,  Sch,  15^ 


2$ 


II.  Leadership  of  the  Vacation  Church  School 

Who  Plans  the  Vacation  Church  School?  Vacation  Schools  were  asked  to  report 
what  groups  and  individuals  were  responsible  for  planning  the  school.  The 
replies,  tabulated  below,  show  that  in  5^  per  cent  of  denominational  schools 
the  pastor  is  involved  in  the  planning,  and  that  in  40  per  cent  of  denomina¬ 
tional  schools  and  59  per  cent  of  interdenominational  schools  a  vacation 
church  school  committee  does  the  planning.  Since  several  groups  or  indivi¬ 
duals  may  be  involved  in  planning  a  school,  more  than  one  answer  might  be 
given  in  the  case  of  a  single  school;  therefore,  the  percentages  given 
below  total  more  than  100. 


Number 

Christian 

Ed. 

Comm,  on 

VCS 

Ch,  Sch. 

Reporting 

Committee 

Child. Work 

Comm, 

Pastor 

DRE 

Staff 

Denom,  Sch,  723 

5fo 

koio 

50$ 

15$ 

57$ 

Interdenom. Sch,  117 

20^ 

9fo 

59$ 

51$ 

IVfo 

20^ 

VCS  Pastor 

’s  Joint 

Council  of 

Staff  Wife 

Comm, 

Churches 

other 

Denom,  Schl 

2$ 

1^ 

•MW 

3.^$ 

Interdenom, Sch. 

ifo 

— 

9$ 

7$ 

Included  in  the  ’’Other”  classification  of  denominational  schools  are  several 
boards  of  elders  and  deacons,  several  church  women’s  groups,  and  one  youth 
group. 

The  question  was  also  asked,  "Are  parents  represented  in  the  planning?”  In 
reply,  52  per  cent  of  669  denominational  schools  and  5^  per  cent  of  102  inter¬ 
denominational  schools  answered  ”yes, ” 


However,  perhaps  a  more  significant  question  is  ”How  were  parents  related  to 
the  school?”  In  answer,  171  schools  reported  a  relation  of  parents  to  the 
teaching  staff  of  the  school  -  ”all  our  teachers  were  parents,”  only  those 
parents  who  served  as  teachers,”  In  addition,  28  schools  reported  using 
parents  as  assistants  and  helpers,  and  5  stated  that  parents  helped  with 
special  activities  and  exhibits. 


Parents  were  memlDers  of  the  vacation  school  committee  or  the  Christian 
education  hoard  or  committee  responsihle  for  pla,nning  the  school  in  ll6 
cases.  In  22  additional  schools,  parents  were  advisory  to  the  planning 
committee;  in  the  case  of  one  school,  parents  elected  the  planning  commit¬ 
tee  ;  in  6  schools,  parents  selected  the  dates  and  determined  the  length 
of  the  school;  and  in  2  schools  parents  helped  with  the  curriculum. 

In  32  schools  parents  were  responsihle  for  refreshments;  in  14,  parents 
provided  the  transportation,  and  in  4  schools  they  planned  a  final  party 
or  picnic. 

Other  relationships  seemed  to  he  primarily  concerned  with  promoting  the 
school  with  parents  and  securing  their  cooperation  and  understanding. 

Several  schools  reported  that  teachers  called  in  homes  prior  to  the  school,* 
sent  special  letters  to  parents,  and  asked  parents  to  attend  meetings  at 
which  the  school  was  explained.  One  school  reported  that  parents  were  asked 
to  provide  information  regarding  their  children.  Two  scliools  reported  that 
parent- teacher  meetings  were  held.  In  one  school,  parents  were  asked  to 
hoard  the  vacation  school  director. 
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2,  Leadership.  The  questionnaire  requested  information  regarding  the  age  of 
vacation  school  staff,  and  also  asked  that  they  he  classified  in  eight  cate¬ 
gories,  Information  was  received  on  about  9^^  of  the  total  staff  reported. 
Classifications  are  as  follov/s: 


Lenominational  Schools 


Number 

Deported 

Per  cent 
of  Total 

No,  Churches 
Deporting 

’Number 

’Deported 

Per  cent 
of  Total 

No, 

DepO' 

S. S.  Teachers 

3,390 

39(8 

618 

t 

'  1,015 

43^ 

98 

Non  S.S, Teachers 

(5,960) 

'  (1,334) 

Parents 

2,457 

25% 

485 

*  410 

V7io 

82 

Pub, Sch. Teachers 

517 

5/^  . 

245 

’  108 

4.6^ 

57 

V/eekday  D.E, 

t 

.8fo 

Teachers 

73 

M 

38 

’  18 

11 

Outside 

! 

Specialists 

120 

1.2^ 

^7  ■ 

’  27 

1^ 

18 

Older  Young  Peopl 

e  503 

5% 

212 

*  101 

4.3^ 

41 

High  Sch.Y.P. 

1.697 

460 

'  527 

22i 

88 

Others 

582 

6^ 

174 

•’  LO3 

4.3^ 

29 

'’Others**  included 

ministers,  minis' 

ters 

*  wives. 

directors 

of  Christian  e( 

tion,  and  adults 

in  the 

church  who 

are 

not  parents. 

Interdenominational  Schools 


Churfhes 


Classified  according  to  age,  the  results  are  as  follows; 


Denominational  Schools  Interdenominational  Schools 


Under  21  years 

• —  . -  . 

30^ 

36.5^ 

21-40  years 

48)8 

Over  40  years 

20 

15.5^ 

3. 


Training  and  Experience  of  Vacation  School  Staff.  Deports  of  training  and 
experience  of  vacation  school  staffs  indicates  that  more  vacation  school 
teachers  have  received  their  training  through  experience  as  Sunday  church 
school  teachers  or  as  vacation  school  teachers  in  previous  years  than  in 
any  other  way.  Other  types  of  experience  and  training  are  classified  in  the 
tabulation  below; 


Number  Trained 

For 

For 

Denominational 

Interdenomii 

Type  of  Training 

Schools 

Schools 

Sunday  Church  School  Teaching 

5206 

1270 

Previous  VCS  Teaching 

4754 

1058 

Courses  in  Leadership  Training  Schools 

1942 

475 

Community  VCS  workshops,  clinics,  coaching 

conferences 

1889 

804 

Local  ch^urch  VCS  Training  sessions 

1599 

523 

Public  School  teaching 

1213 

285 

Laboratory  School 

528 

255 

Weekday  D.E,  teaching 

267 

69 

Other  types  of  training 

168 

38 
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f^Other  training”  included  college  and  graduate  courses  in  religion  "by  minis¬ 
ters,  directors  of  Christian  education,  and  seminary  students;  experience  as 
a  missionary,  nurse,  Scout  leader,  parent,  Y  secretary.  Several  schools  had 
on  their  staffs  persons  with  special  training  in  music,  art,  and  crafts. 

Adult  conferences  and  other  summer  conferences  sponsored  "by  the  churches 
were  listed  "by  a  number  of  schools  as  sources  of  training  for  vacation 
school  teachers.  One  school  reported  a  staff  member  with  training  as  a 
professional  puppeteer;  another  reported  that  its  teachers  were  trained  in 
an  evangelism  course,  and  one  school  reported  that  the  only  training  or 
esroerience  necessary  was  ’'natural  ability  to  deal  with  children.  " 


4. 


Advance  Selection  of  Staff.  Schools  were  asked  to  report  how  far  in  advance 
their  directors  and  other  staff  were  selected.  The  replies  may  be  classified 
as  follows: 


Denominational  Schoolc 


Selected_^  Dire£tor 

One  month  or  less 

in  advance  13^ 

2-3  months  in  advance  51^ 

4  months  or  more  37^ 


Other  Staff 

35^ 

55.5^ 

956 


Interdenominational  Schools 

Director  O'ther  ^taff 


10^ 

5-2$ 

39^ 


31^ 

60^ 

10^ 


III.  Materials  and  Program  of  the  Vacation  Church  School 

1.  Who  Selects  the  Teaching  Materials?  Replies  to  this  question  indicate  that  in 
denominational  schools,  the  minister  is  involved  in  the  selection  of  curri¬ 
cular  materials  than  any  other  individual  or  group.  In  interdenominational 
schools,  a  vacation  school  committee  (probably  composed  of  representatives 
from  the  cooperating  churches)  is  most  likely  to  be  related  to  the  selection 
of  curriculum.  Other  groups  or  individuals  responsible  for  the  selection 
of  materials  are  indicated  below.  Since  in  some  schools,  two  or  more  of  the 
categories  might  be  involved  in  curriculum,  the  percentages  total  more  than 
100, 

Individuals  or  Groups  Selecting  YCS  Teaching  Materials 

No.  Schools  Christian  Ed.  V.C.S.  S.S. 

Reporting  Committee  Comm,  Minister  D.R.E.  Staff 


Denom.  Sch.  722 

12^ 

32^ 

Wp 

12% 

20% 

Interdenom,  Sch,  117 

llfo 

60% 

Zii 

5% 

9^ 

V.C.S. 

V.C.S  Dept, 

Minister’s 

Denom in. 

Director 

Staff 

Wife 

Recommen, 

Other 

Denom,  Sch,  33^ 

20% 

.1$ 

__ 

Interdenom,  Sch,  30^ 

Ikfo 

— 

— 

?>%> 

The  "Other"  classification  includes  recommendations  from  Laboratory  Schools, 
or  Councils  of  Churches,  the  church  board,  the  Fuller  Foundation,  the  New 
England  Fellowship,  the  Child  Evangelism  Fellowship,  the  woman’s  society  of 
the  church,  and  the  children’s  work  chairman  or  director.  Forty  schools 
reported  that  they  used  materials  recommended  by  their  denomination;  36  of 
these  were  Methodist  schools, 

2,  Teaching  Materials  Used.  The  table  on  page  19  is  a  complete  classification  of 
the  teaching  materials  reported  by  the  vacation  schools  in  the  study.  Since 
interdenominational  schools  reported  curricular  selections  as  varied  as  the 
denominational  schools,  they  were  not  classified  separately.  However,  since 
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Legend: 


-  Denominational  (722  schools  reporting) 

\  I  -  Interdenominational  (ll7  schools  reporting) 

A  -  Christian  education  committee 
B  -  Special  Vacation  School  committee 
C  —  Pastor 

B  -  Director  of  Christian  Education 
E  -  Church  school  teachers  and,  superintendents 
F  -  Director  of  Vacation  School 
G  -  Vacation  School  teacher  for  each  department 
H  —  Denominational  Board  recommendation 


-19^ 

Tatle  1.  CURRICULAR  MATERIALS  USED  III  VACATION  CHURCE  SCHOOLS 


’Nursery  ‘Kindergarten’ 

Primary  ’  Junior  ’ 

Intermediat 

t 

1,  Coop,  materials-all  schlst36 

1 

-  11$  1227 

! 

-  28f.  f 

1 

247  -  3lfo’243 

j 

-  30^  T 

138 

-  28^ 

”  ”  (interdenom.  ”  only)--24^  t 

32.7^  ' 

35^' 

37^1 

-  22^ 't 

JOf 

1 

2.  Materials  of  own  denom.*,55 

-  26^  ,197 

-  i 

185  -  23/^1 180 

131 

-  2G$ 

3.  Materials  of  another' denomination: 

a.  Am. Bap t. (Judson) * 

18 

90 

105 

100 

38 

b.  Am. Lutheran 

2 

3 

4 

1 

c.  Augustana  Lutheran 

1 

5 

4 

4 

1 

d,  Cong’l  Christian(Pilgrim) 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

e.  Disciples 

1 

3  .. 

1 

1 

f.  Evang.  United  Brethren 

2 

3 

3 

5 

1 

g.  Mennonite (Herald  Press) 

1 

5 

4 

4 

4 

h.  Methodist  (Cokesbury) 

5 

17 

9 

16 

■ 

5 

i.  Mission  Covenant  (Cov. Press)  3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

j.  Missouri  Luth.  (Concordia)  1 

8 

8 

8 

4 

k.  Presbyterian  U. S.* 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1.  Presbyterian  U.S. A. 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

m.  Southern  Bapt.  (Bro adman) 

1 

10 

10 

10 

6 

Total 

39 

155 

163 

170 

73 

(19^) 

(19^) 

(20J5) 

(21/0) 

(15^) 

4.  Materials  of  independent  publishers: 

a.  Cook 

1 

10 

8 

8 

6 

b.  Puller  Foundation 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

c.  Gospel  Publishing  Co, 

2 

3 

2 

1 

d,  Lutheran  Bible  Institute 

1 

2 

4 

7 

5 

e.  Scripture  Press 

41 

135 

111 

107 

71 

f.  Standard  Press 

12 

27 

37 

31 

21 

g.  Other  independ,  publish. 

2 

8 

8 

7 

6 

Total 

59 

179 

166 

157 

105 

(28^) 

(22^) 

(2lfo) 

(20^) 

(21^) 

5.  Jt.  Coram,  Mission, Ed,  Materials 

1 

1 

3 

4 

6,  Int’l  Counc,  Relig,  Ed,  (?) 

1 

1 

z 

2 

1 

7,  Bible 

2 

4 

2 

4 

7 

8,  Catechism 

2 

2 

3 

6 

9.  Life  of  Christ 

4 

3 

3 

3 

10, Life  of  Paul  or  Apostles 

1 

1 

2 

11, Bible  Stories 

4 

2 

1 

12, Tell  Me  About  God,  Bible, 

Jesus 

1 

2 

1 

. 

13. Local  Curriculima  Plans 

2 

20 

17 

19 

16 

14, Mi s cellaneous 

11 

4 

11 

• 

7 

GRAl'ID  TOTAL 

210 

806 

808 

803 

it99 

*There  are  proLaLly  errors  in  classifying  materials  listed  Ly  some  Presbyterian  U.S, 
cLnrchesj  if  titles  given  were  those  of  the  Judson  Press  texts,  they  have  been 
classified  as  American  Baptist  materials.  However,  since  the  John  Knox  Press  has 
an  imprint  edition  of  some  of  these  texts,  they  perhaps  should  more  properly  be 
classified  as  ’’Materials  of  own  denomination.” 
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interdenominational  scl;iools  might /be  expected  to  make  wider  use  of  tne 
cooperative  texits  than  the  denominational  schools,  the  use  of  such  texts  is 
compared  with  the  use  hy  all  schools  in  the  study.  It  will  he  noted  that  in 
every  case,  interdenominational  schools  use  cooperative  texts  to  a  slightly 
greater  per  cent. 

Several  generalizations  can  he  drawn  from  this  report  on  curriculum I 

a.  Material  prepared  for  other  age  levels  is  being  adapted  for  use  in 

nursery  classes.  Thirty-six  schools  report  using  cooperative  texts  for 
nursery  classes,  hut  no  cooperative  texts  are  prepared  for  this  age 
group;  a  similar  situation  no  doubt  exists  with  respect  to  other 
materials  reported. 

h.  Cooperative  texts  are  used  in  less  than  one-third  of  the  schools  report¬ 
ing. 

c.  ^hout  one-fourth  of  the  schools  use  materials  published  by  their  own 
denomination. 

d.  Almost  as  many  schools  ’’shop  around”  and  use  materials  published  by  other 
denominations. 

e.  Materials  of  independent  publishers  are  widely  used,  the  ratio  for  all 
age  levels  being  a  little  higher  than  for  materials  of  ’’another  denomina¬ 
tion,” 

f.  More  than  90  per  cent  of  the  vacation  schools  use  curriculimi  published 

cooperatively,  denominationally,  or  by  independent  publishers.  The 
proportion  using  miscellaneous  materials  is  as  follows:  Nursery  -  10^; 
Kindergarten  -  Primary  -  4,8^;  Junior  -  5*7^J  Intermediate  -  9*2^. 

Schools  v/ere  also  asked  to  report  the  basis  on  which  they  selected  teaching 
materials;  did  they  select  materials  which  are  part  of  a  separately  planned 
Vacation  school  cycle,  or  did  other  factors  enter  into  the  selection.  Three- 
fourths  of  the  schools,  both  denominational  and  interdenominational,  report 
that  they  selected  materials  which  are  part  of  a  separate  vacation  school 
curriculum  cycle.  The  tabulation  is  as  follows: 


Basis  of 

Selection 

of  Material 

Supplement 

Separate 

Number 

S.S,  Cur- 

7CS 

Bible  Denom, 

Reporting 

riculum 

Cycle 

Content  Hecom, 

Other 

Denom,  Sch, 

^88 

isf 

76^ 

.7$  2.6^ 

Interdenom.Sch, 

112 

12i 

77^ 

-  - 

11^ 

The  ’’Other”  classification  included  material  recommended  by  church  school  or 
Christian  education  committees  (reason  for  recommendation  not  given;  Easiest 
to  Use;  best  for  local  conditions,  on  ’’merits,”  ’’fits  children’s  needs,” 
value  to  Christian  education,  not  to  duplicate  what  is  taught  in  Sunday 
school,  and  ’’whatever  is  available,” 

In  regard  to  supplementary  material,  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  the  vaca¬ 
tion  school  teachers  are  permitted,  individually  or  by  department  groijps, 
to  make  their  own  selection,  although  the  vacation  school  director  or  the 
minister  is  also  involved  in  decisions  regarding  supi^lementary  material. 
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Individ'uals  or  Groups  Selecting  VOS  Supplementary  Materials 
No,  Schools  y.C.S.  V.C.S.  V.C.S, 

Reporting  Teachers  director  ‘  D,R,E«  Minis tei*  Conmi.  Other 

Denom.Sch.  358  6lf5  21^  '  4.4^  21^  '  2.5^  2.8^ 

Interdenom.  55  42^  36^  13^  -7^  13^  — 

'*0ther*f  includes  ministers’  wives,  Sunday  school  superintendents,  the  educa¬ 
tional  hoard  of  the  church,  and  the  committee  on  children’s  work.  One  school 
reported  that,  supplementary  materials  had  "just  accumulated, " 

A  great  variety  of  supplementary  material  was  listed  by  the  schools  reporting. 
More  than  100  reported  hooks  of  various  kinds  -  general  reference,  Bible 
stories,  nature  study,  missions,  church  history,  religious  art,  Bible  diction¬ 
ary,  game  books.  Stories  were  also  frequently  mentioned,  as  were  magazines. 
About  60  schools  specifically  mentioned  handwork  -  craft  and  construction 
materials,  clay,  felt,  leather,  stencils,  coloring  books,  cut-outs,  Scripture 
jig-saw  puzzles,  sewing  cards,  Resoirrces  for  music  were  mentioned  by  26 
schools  -  recordings,  hymn  and  song  books,  materials  for  a  children’s  choir. 

Sixty-eight  schools  reported  the  use  of  projected  audio-visuals  -  filmstrips, 
films,  and  slides.  Thirteen  schools  mentioned  flannelgraph,  and  others 
reported  objects,  maps  and  charts,  posters,  pictures,  scrap  books,  and  a 
Bible  scroll.  Other  supplementary  materials  were  drama  materials,  the  Vaca¬ 
tion  Church  School  G-uide,  the  Catechism,  the  museum,  missionary  project 
materials,  Bible  quiz  contests,  and  American  Bible  Society  materials,  Thirteei 
schools  mentioned  the  use  of  work  sheets,  work  books,  or  activity  packets. 

Five  schools  reported  no  supplementary  material, 

3»  Activities  Included  in  the  Vacation  School  Program,  Vacation  school  leaders 
desired  information  as  to  what  activities  were  included  in  department  or 
class  schedules  and  what  were  planned  for  the  school  as  a  whole.  The  replies 
gave  evidence  of  some  confusion  in  keeping  these  two  categories  separate,  and 
it  is  probable  that  if  an  activity  was  included  in  a  school  program,  it  was 
checked  on  the  questionnaire,  without  regard  to  classifying  it  correctly. 

However,  the  tabulation  is  given  below  in  the  same  form  as  the  categories 
appeared  on  the  questionnaire. 

Activities  for  the  school  as  a  whole  were  reported  as  follows: 

Opening 


Exerciaes 

Recreation 

Assemblies 

Worship 

Other 

Denominational  Sch, 

461 

544 

365 

530 

140 

Interdenominational 

Sch,  66 

80 

57 

74 

29 

The  "Other"  classification  included  many  references  to  closing  programs  or 
picnics,  missionary  and  benevolent  projects,  audio-viduals ,  singing,  refresh¬ 
ments,  A  daily  eucharist  for  the  entire  school  was  reported  by  one  vacation 
school.  Handwork  had  several  references. 

Activities  planned  within  each  department  or  class  were  as  follows: 

Out-of-door  ^Service 
Trips  Activities  Projects  Others 

Denominational  Schools  244  42?  36?  126 

Interdenominational  Schools  56  76  63  23 


Handwork 

33 

10 


~22 


"Other”  activities  included  service  pro Jects, .  parents’ meetings,  offerings, 
picnics,  audio- visuals,  refreshments,  first  aid,  and  closing  programs.  In 
many  cases  the  out-of-door  activities  consisted  of  a  daily  recess  or  game 
period,  although  other  schools  mentioned  in  this  classification:  picnics, 
out-of-door  worship,  nature  hikes,  nature  study,  planting  flowers  on  the 
church  lawn,  cook-outs,  feeding  birds,  making  an  outdoor  map,  cleaning  up 
the  church  grounds, 

IV.  Relation  of  the  Vacation  School  to  Other  Activities 

1,  Year-round  Program  of  the  Church.  To  the  question,  ”Is  the  vacation  school 
related  to  the  ongoing  year-round  program  in  your  church?”  392  denominational 
schools  answered  ”yes, ”  and  2^2  schools  answered  "no,”  However,  of  inter¬ 
denominational  schools  reporting,  only  39  answered  "yes,”  and  52  answered  "no,” 
Thus,  although  f'2  per  cent  of  the  denominationally  sponsored  schools  were 
conscious  of  a  relationship  to  the  year-round  program,  in  only  43  per  cent 
of  the  interdenominational  schools  was  there  this  relationship. 

Those  schools  which  replied  in  the  affirmative  were  asked  to  indicate  the 
ways  in  which  this  relationship  was  maintained.  The  following  answers  were 
given:  an  official  part  of  the  Christian  education  program  -  535  supplements 
and  undergirds  the  Sunday  school  -  51’5  and  occasional  statements  such  as:  it 
uses  the  Sunday  school  department  set-up;  the  Sunday  school  promotes  and 
helps  the  vacation  school;  vacation  school  climaxes  the  Sunday  school  year; 
since  no  Sunday  school  in  summer,  the  vacation  school  maintains  year-round 
activity;  it  uses  the  same  rooms;  it  develops  an  appreciation,  love,  and 
respect  for  the  church, 

Budgetwise,  only  three  schools  reported  that  the  vacation  school  was  included 
in  the  regular  church  or  church  school  budget,  Hov/ever,  replies  to  a  later 
section  of  the  questionnaire  indicated  that  this  is  true  in  many  cases,  A 
relationship  of  personnel  was  reported:  18  schools  stated  that  the  vacation 
school  holds  pupils  and  recruits  new  ones  for  the  Sunday  school;  others 
replied  that  the  same  children  were  in  other  activities,  that  the  same 
leaders  were  used,  and  that  the  vacation  school  attracted  new  leaders  and 
pupils. 

In  some  schools  there  is  a  definite  relationship  to  the  evangelistic  program 
of  the  church,  since  8  -schools  reported  that  the  vacation  school  helped  in 
the  evangelism  of  children.  Others  replied  that  reports  regarding  pupils  were 
given  to  the  pastor,  that  the  vacation  school  personal  contacts  and  under¬ 
standing  were  developed,  and  that  the  lost  were  won  to  Christ, 

« 

Relationship  in  program  and  curriculum  was  reported  by  many  schools;  28 
reported  that  the  vacation  school  offered  additional  time  for  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  Bible  training;  21  mentioned  a  definite  correlation  of  vacation 
school  and  Sunday  school  materials;  12  stated  that  the  vacation  school  work 
was  based  on  the  Sunday  school  curriculum.  Mention  was  also  made  to  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  handwork  in  vacation  school,  new  approaches  in  teaching, 
opportunity  to  study  about  the  church  and  about  Jesus,  the  use  of  the  same 
mission  projects  and  other  related  activities,  and  the  opportunity  for 
teaching  songs  and  hymns  to  be  used  in  Sunday  school. 

Two  schools  reported  that  the  vacation  school  provided  opportunity  for  leader¬ 
ship  training.  One  mentioned  that  the  vacation  school  aided  in  developing 
family  worship.  One  school,  in  reporting  a  relationship,  simply  wrote, 
"vaguely,  ” 
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2.  Other  Church  Sponsored  Si^imner  Activities  for  Children.  Schools  were  also 
asked  to  ie|)ort  if  the  church  sponsored  other  summer  activities  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  enrolled  in  vacation  school.  For  both  denominational  and  interdenomina¬ 
tional  schools,  the  replies  indicated  that  about  25  per  cent  of  the  churches 
did  sponsor  other  summer  activities,  and  about  75  per  cent  did  not. 

Those  which  replied  in  the  affirmative  were  asked  to  list  the  summer  activi¬ 
ties  sponsored.  Camps  were  mentioned  in  70  reports,  and  picnics,  parties, 
or  other  similar  recreational  activity  in  45  reports.  Other  activities 
receiving  infrequent  mention  were  summer  Scout  programs,  choir,  craft  £ind 
hobby  groups,  family  nights,  Bible  classes,  story  hours,  day  camp,  and 
athletics, 

3.  Attendance  of  Children  in  Summer  Camps,  Schools  v/ere  asked  to  report  if 
children  enrolling  in  vacation  school  also  attended  summer  camp,  church 
sponsored  or  otherwise,  Replies  are  as  follows; 


No,  Schools 
Reporting 

Children  Attend¬ 
ing  Church  Spon¬ 
sored  Camps 

No,  Schools 
Reporting 

diildren  Attend¬ 
ing  Other  Camps 

Denom,  Schools  338 

2699 

189 

15'J-9 

Interdenom,  Sch,  27 

182 

29 

395 

It  will  be  noted  that,  on  the  average,  only  about  8  children  in  each  school 
attended  summer  camp  of  any  type.  Since  the  average  enrollment  of  vacation 
schools  reporting  was  9^,  the  number  going  to  camp  is  a  very  small  percentage 


4,  Other  Summer  Community  Activities,  In  order  to  have  some  idea  of  the  compe¬ 
tition  which  may  exist  in  a  community  between  church  sponsored  vacation 
schools  and  community  activities  operating  at  the  same  time,  schools  were 
asked  to  report  if  there  were  such  community  activities,  and  to  list  them. 
Seven  hundred  sixty-one  schools  replied  to  this  inquiry,  and  4l0,  or  53  per¬ 
cent,  stated  that  there  were  community  activities  competing  for  the  time  of 
the  children.  The  list  of  such  activities  includes; 


Activity  No,  of  References 

Scout  and  Camp  Fire  Programs  5^ 

Scout,  Camp  Fire,  Y  Camps  58 

Scout,  Y,  or  Community  Day  Camps  4l 

Swimming  Classes  and  Periods  94 

Community  and  School  recreation  and  playgound  programs  ll4 
Y  summer  programs  29 

Ball  Leagues  13 

Other  Vacation  Schools  46 

Band  and  Orchestra  Activities  23 

Summer  School  19 

and  Grange  11 

Arts  and  crafts  classes  7 

Berry  picking  and  farm  work  7 


Other  activities  referred  to  less  frequently  are;  city  festivals,  music 
lessons,  library  periods  for  children,  miisic  camp,  public  school  music  progranE^ 
trips,  community  center  programs,  a  talent  school,  pre-school  classes, 
dancing  school,  athletic  programs,  and  community  clubs  of  various  kinds. 
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FlnancliV!:  the  Vacation  Church  School 

How  Financed.  Schools  were  asked  to  report  the  means  hy  which  the  expenses 
were  met,  Eeplies  are  tabulated  as  follows: 


Ch\irch 
School  or 

Offering 

Offering 

Registrar- 

Church 

Gifts 

Gifts 

(Christian 

from 

from 

tion 

Budget 

from 

from 

Ed,  Budget 

Parents 

'  Pupils 

Pees 

or  Off, 

Orgn, 

Friends 

Denom.Sch,  472 

264 

223 

90 

28 

20 

Interdenom,  53 

58 

31 

27 

11 

5 (Gifts) 

The  groups  mentioned  most  frequently  as  making  contributions  toward  the  vaca¬ 
tion  school  expenses  were  the  women’s  associations  and  Sunday  school  classes. 
Other  sources  of  income  included  interest  on  investments,  mission  board  appro¬ 
priation,  and  special  funds.  Twelve  schools  indicated'  ’’other"  sources  of 
funds,  but  did  not  specify  what  they  were. 


2. 


Payment  of  Staff,  Schools  were  also  asked  to  report  their  policy  in  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  director  and  other  staff.  Only  11  per  cent  of  the  denominational 
schools  reported  paying  the  director;  however,  27  per  cent  of  interdenomina¬ 
tional  schools  paid  the  director.  Eight  per  cent  of  denominational  schools 
paid  the  teachers,  contrasted  with  20  per  cent  of  interdenominational  schools. 
Other  staff  received  payment  in  6  per  cent  of  denominational  schools  and 
1?  per  cent  of  interdenominational  schools.  The  complete  tabulation  is  given 
below: 

Director  Paid  Teacher  Paid  Other  Staff  Paid 


Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Denominational 

Schools 

80 

664 

57 

691 

44 

684 

Interdenom in ’1 

Schools 

30 

81 

22 

92 

19 

92 

VI,  Children  Reached  through  Vacation  Schools 

In  order  to  secure  some  data  regarding  effectiveness  of  the  vacation  school  in 
teaching  unreached  children,  schools  were  asked  to  report  the  number  of  children 
enrolled  v/ho  were  members  of  their  own  Sunday  church  school,  those  who  attended 
some  other  church  school,  and  those  who  did  not  attend  any  church  school  or  have 
other  church  connections*  Of  764  denominational  schools  in  the  survey,  671  were 
able  to  report  the  number  of  children  enrolled  who  attended  their  own  church 
school;  538  gave  information  regarding  enrollment  of  cliildren  who  attended  other 
church  schools;  but  only  32l  replied  regarding  non-church  children.  This  may 
mean  that  only  32I  schools  kept  this  type  of  information,  or  it  may  mean  that  out 
of  764  schools,  only  321  enrolled  any  non-church  children.  Some  churches  reported 
that  100  per  cent  of  the  enrollment  came  from  their  own  church  children,  and  some 
definitely  reported  that  no  non-church  children  were  enrolled.  However,  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  the  inquiry  regarding  non-church  children  was  not  ansv;ered 
in  any  way,  so  that  either  of  the  above  assumptions  might  be  correct. 

However,  in  either  case  a  definite  weakness  in  vacation  schools  is  disclosed.  On 
the  one  hand,  if  there  is  any  desire  to  relate  children  enrolled  in  vacation 
school  to  the  year-round  educational  program  of  the  church,  records  should  be 
kept  which  will  indicate  vrhich  children  have  not  been  so  enrolled.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  schools  included  in  the  study  actually 
did  not  reach  non— church  children,  then  in  all  too  many  cases  churches  are  not 
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Chart  12.  HOW  IS  THE  VACATION  CEUECH  SCHOOL  FINANCEL? 
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Chart  13.  AES  VACATION  CHHECH  SCHOOL  STAFF  ME^®ERS  PAID? 
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Yes  No 

Yes  No 

Yes  No 

Is  the  Director  Paid? 

Num'ber  reporting: 

744  Denom,  Schools 
111  Interdenom.  Schools 

Legend: 


Are  Teachers  Paid? 

Num'ber  reporting; 

748  Denom.  Schools 
ll4  Interdenom.  Sch, 


Are  Other  Staff  Paid? 

Num'ber  reporting: 

728  Denom.  Schools 
111  Interdenom.  Schools 


-  Denominational  Schools 

-  Interdenominational  Schools 
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utilizing  the  opportunities  offered  hy  the  vacation  school  for  outreach  to  new 
children  and  new  families. 


Attend  Own  S,S, 

Attend  Other  S,S. 

No  Church  Connection 

Number 

Scho«ls  Children 

Number 

Schools  Children 

Number 

Schools  Children 

Denominational 

Report ’g  Enrolled 

Repo  r  t ’ g  Enr 0 11 ed 

Report ’g  Enrolled 

Schools 

671  47,757 

538  9,340 

321  3,022 

( 

Average  per 

Average  per 

Average  per 

school  -  71 

school  -  17 

school  -  9*^ 

The  first  tv/o 

classifications  above 

do  not  apply  to  inter 

'denominational  schools 

However,  63  interdenominational  schools  reporting  enrolling  995  non-church 
children,  or  an  average  of  I6  per  school  reporting, 

VII .  Q-eneral  Evaluation 

Vacation  schools  were  asked  to  give  a  general  evaluation  of  the  success  of  the 
1951  session,  indicating  reaction  of  pupils,  parents,  and  teachers,  comparison 
with  previous  years,  and  other  pertinent  information.  They  were  also  asked  to 
indicate  needs,  the  type  of  help  they  would  most  like  to  receive  from  outside 
the  local  church  in  order  to  improve  future  schools.  Almost  every  report  con¬ 
tained  some  sort  of  evaluation  statement.  Although  it  is  very  difficult  to 
classify  such  free  responses,  the  following  classification  gives  some  indication 
of  the  answers  received,  A  humher  after  an  item  indicates  the  number  of  times 


that  particular  point  of  view  was  expressed, 

1 .  General  Comments  Regarding  Success  of  School 

Comments  indicating  satisfaction  with  the  school  on  the  part  of 

children,  teachers,  and/or  parents;  sense  of  achievement  -  551 

Comments  indicating  iirprovement  over  former  schools  -  25 

Comments  indicating  dissatisfaction  with  entire  school  or  with  specific 
aspects,  not  up  to  previous  years  -  23 

Statements  indicating  that  school  contributed  to  the  total  year-round 
Christian  education  program  -  28 

2,  Svangelistic  Results 

The  school  reached  unchurched  children  -  27 

The  school  did  not  reach  unchurched  children  -  28 

3*  Leadership 

Reports  that  teachers  were  competent,  cooperative,  worked  as  a  unit  -  19 

ochool  suffered  from  leadership  problems  —  lack  of  training,  irregular 
attendance,  discouragement  -  26 

School  was  a  good  training  experience  -  6 
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One  school  reported  that  the  daily  evaluation  helped  teachers;  another 
stated  that  the  interdenominational  training  school  for  VCS  was  inspirational 
and  practical. 

4.  Relationships 

Interdenominational  schools  reported: 

Valuable  inter-church  cooperation,  better  relationships  established 

among  churches  -  11 

Bad  conflicts,  ■  difficult  to  coordinate  widely  differing  denominations, 
no  sense  of  responsibility,  parents  resented  union  school. 

Relationships  v/ith  parents: 

Parents  are  increasingly  interested  -  10 

No  encouragement  from  parents 
Good  follow-up 

Poor  follow-up  -  5 

5.  Miscellaneous 

Crowded  for  time  -  4  (Some  of  these  were  one  week  schools) 

Need  more  transportation  -  2 
Crowded  for  space  -  8 

Time  of  school  not  good  -  2 

Irregular  attendance,  farm  work  prevented  many  from  attending,  scattered  homes. 

6.  Needs  Eoqoressed 

Guidance  on  how  to  reach  unchurched  children  and  those  of  the  slums. 

Leadership:  More  trained  teachers  -  22 

Denominational  help  in  securing  trained  superintendents  and  directors. 

More  training  schools  or  v/orkshops  teaching  methods  rather  than  materials. 
Closer  coordination  between  director  and  teachers. 

Early  publicity  regarding  training  institutes. 

Administrative:  Advance  planning 

Guidance  on  how  to  conduct  school  and  best  time  for  school 
More  help  for  rural  or  small  schools  -  11 

Help  in  advertising  school  -  material  to  promote  idea  of  its  importance, 
publicity  with  eye  appeal 

More  accurate  record  keeping,  standard  evaluation  blank,  report  blank, 
and  enrollment  cards 

Help  on  grading  -  spring  promotion  means  material  is  sometimes  too 
advanced  for  pupils;  what  ages  should  be  combined 
Help  v/ith  discipline  problems 

Materials:  Opportunity  for  early  review  of  materials  -  descriptions  in 
pamphlets  are  not  adequate  -  7 
Catalogue  received  early 
More  accessible  sources  of  materials 

Outline  of  program  and  materials  recommended  by  denominational  board 
Promotional  material  for  local  workers  on  the  value  of  a  uniform, 
coordinated  course  of  study 
Listing  of  audio-visuals  and  where  available 
Something  to  inspire  more  help  from  parents 
Stronger  tie-in  v/ith  Sunday  school  and  total  church  program 


-28- 


7.  Curric\ilar  Materials.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  statements  of  evaluation 
related  to  materials,  and  the  comments  will  he  considered  helow  under  several 
suh-headings , 

a.  Courses  and  basic  material 

Comments  regarding  present  materials: 

Materials  are  good  and  are  improving  each  year  -  7 
Materials  are  unsatisfactory,  too  complicated  -l8 
Too  much  notebook  work 

Materials  lack  evangelistic  expression  -  3 


Needs : 

Daily  outline  of  program,  step  by  step  procedures,  outline  of 

projects,  etc.,  for  teachers  without  professional  training  -  29 

Guidance  on  texts  for  persons  not  able  to  attend  training 

institutes  -  2 

*Bible- centered  material  -  13 

^Material  for  one  week  schools  -  10 

Curriculum  correlated  for  entire  school  with  visual  aids, 
assembly  programs,  etc. 

Pupil  workbooks  (for  all  departments,  including  kindergarten)  -  12 

Courses  not  overlapping  with  ones  in  Sunday  school  -  2 


Courses  on;  persona.1  Christian  living,  prayer.,  the  sacramental 
life,  the  church,  denominational  church  history,  teachings 
of  Jesus  as  related  to  activities  of  daily  life,  catechism 
Kindergarten  and  Primary  -  more  Christian  content 

*Hore  attractive  material  -  4 

* Cheaper  material  -  15 

Material  for  sessions  longer  than  two  hours 

Material  suited  to  limited  space 
Material  similar  to  public  school  texts 
More  variety  in  materials 

Handwork  -  ^0  (Related  to  subject  matter,  different  from  Sunday  school, 
appealing  to  boys,  for  kindergarten,  suited  to  rural  children, 
inexpens ive 

♦Nursery  material  -  9 

Intermediate  material  to  hold  interest  of  teen  agers,  similar  to 
public  school  texts 


♦See  statement  under  "Cooperative  Texts" 


b.  Supplementary  Material  -  Needs 

Denominational  supplement  to  good  cooperative  material 
Good  stories  and  activity  suggestions,  bring  Christian  truth  to  life 
situations 

Better  recreational  material  -  3 

liusic  and  songs  -  action  songs,  lively  songs  —  6 
Assembly  program  material  -  3 
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Slides  and  filmstrips  and  more  stories  on  missionary  sulijects 

Scripture  cards  to  take  home  daily 

Help  on  worship  and  devotional  material  -  ^ 

Suggestions  for  worthwhile  service  projects  related  to  courses,  more 
project  suggestions  especially  for  older  hoys,  projects  for  Kinder¬ 
garten  and  Primary  -  10 

Flannelgraph  techniques  -  2 

Stories  about  church  music 

Larger  pictures  for  younger  children  to  color 
More  suggestions  for  supplementary  material  -  6 

c.  Denominational  Boards  can  help  by: 

Providing  interpretation,  promotion,  and  evaluation  of  recommended 
material  -  2 

Planning  and  supplying  materials  instead  of  supplying  teachers 
Having  materials  ready  early  -  9 

Giving  guidance  in  planning  and  selecting  curriculimi  -  2 
Sending  definite  courses  and  texts  to  local  churches  at  least  six 
months  in  advance. 

Providing  guidance  as  to  which  material  is  most  useful  for  urban 
and  rural  schools 

Supplying  supplementary  materials  -  films  records,  etc. 

d.  Cooperative  Texts  -  Suggestions  for  Change 

Since  a  higher  percentage  of  Methodist  schools  used  cooperative  texts 
than  of  any  other  denomination,  the  comments  of  these  schools 
regarding  the  texts  were  analyzed  as  follows.  These  comments  are 
typical  of  the  evaluations  from  schools  of  other  denominations.  Item 
starred  in  section  a.  above  were  also  mentioned  in  r  ef erence  to 
cooperative  texts. 

Suggestions  regarding  Teacher  Guidance; 

Heed  a  detailed  guide  for  inexperienced  teachers,  more  complete 
outline  of  daily  program  and  activities,  more  help  in  using 
material  -  4  _  , 

Keep  small  church  in  mind;  simpler  material  for  small  one-room  churches 
Simpler  handwork;  teachers  need  more  specific  instructions  on  hand¬ 
work 

Include  ’’material  centered”  teaching  methods  for  teachers  not  familiar 
with  project  method. 

Suggestions  regarding  Age  Group  Heeds; 

More  Kindergarten  courses  -  2 

Kindergarten  texts  need:  (l)  better  stories  -  they  are  unrealistic, 
have  no  plot,  problems,  surprises,  etc.;  (2)  even  the  children 
sense  that  children  in  the  stories  ought  to  be  real  children  and 
not  angels;  material  for  four-year  olds  is  too  advanced. 

Primary  pupil  book  should  be  more  of  a  work  book;  Junior  material 
does  not  measure  up  to  the  rest 

”I  can  write  better  Intermediate  material  myself.  Why  not  put  in  more 
space  for  the  catechism?” 

Materials  should  be  written  on  a  level  between  group  and  closely 
graded  lessons 
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Suff^estionr;  regarding  Format  and  Length: 

Need  two  weeks  courses.-  l4 

Paper  backed,  but  with  best  teaching  methods. 

Need  material  for  small  schools  operating  four  days  a  week  for  three 

weeks . 

Suggestions  regarding  Content,  Arrangement,  and  Supplementary  Materials : 
Need  new  material,  many  texts  almost  hsolete  -  4 

materials  listed  in  texts  should  be  brought  up-to-date 
Need  "package”  type  correlated  curriculum  (similar  to  Pilgrim 

Series)  with  records,  colored  filmstrips,  activity  sheets,  etc,, 
and  all  information  for  one  unit  grouped  together. 

Need  more  slides  and  filmstrips  related  to  courses;  need  more  pic¬ 
tures  and  correlated  material;”  need  material  readily  visualized 
and  adapted. 

Pupils*  hooks  are  not  satisfactory,  a  combined  workbook  and  notebook 
would  be  better;  children  didn’t  like  workbooks;,  need  dally  work 
work  sheets  for  each  pupil. 

Need  more  material  like  St^dard  and  Scripture  Press  -  4; 

need  more  texts  on  themes  similar  to  Pilgrim  Series  -  Bible,  Jesus, 
Include  source  material  in  text  for  school  with  etc, 

no  access  to  library 

e.  Denominational  Texts  -  Comments  on  all  denominational  texts  include  favorable 

comments.  Some  specific  suggestions  and  criticisms 
are; 

New  material  is  too  much  a  repetition  of  the  old 

Materials  should  be  prepared  for  a  two-year  age  span 

Too  difficult 

i  ,  * 

Publishing  houses  should  stop  advertising  flannel  boards,  cut-out,  etc, 
for  "busy  work"  that  hinders  creative  education. 

Additional  information  regarding  each  denomination  is  available  to  that 
denomination, 

f ,  Texts  of  Independent  Publishers 

Scripture  Press  -  Material  is  satisfactory,  meets  needs  -  16; 
material  is  too  doctrinal,  not  enough  on  how  to  teach  boys  and  girls; 
children  do  not  seem  to  get  any  value  from  Bible  lessons;  choose 
because  it  is  cheaper;  hope  to  change  to  cooperative  material  -  no 
achievement.  Four  users  of  Scripture  Press  stated  that  they  needed 
suggestions  regarding  simpler  material. 

Standard  Press  -  Need  more  material  for  smaller  churches;  like  Standard 
material  -  2  ■' 

David  C,  Cook  -  Need  simpler  material  for  younger  ones. 
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Intermediate  Supplement 


Because  of  the  relation  of  Intermediates  to  vacation  church  schools,  the  Junior 
High  suh- commit tee  of  the  Committee  on  Youth  Work  asked  that  some  additional 
information  he  secured  regarding  the  participation  of  Intermediates  in  vacation 
schools,  A  supplementary  sheet  asking  three  questions  was  sent  out  with  the 
questionnaire  hy  several  denominations.  The  information  secured  may  he  summarized 
as  follows: 

1,  Were  Intermediate  leaders  included  in  vacation  school  planning?  Affirmative 
answers  were  given  in  58  per  cent  of  the  replies, 

2,  Were  Intermediate  hoys  and  girls  used  as  helpers  with  younger  children 
instead  of  having  a  program  of  their  own?  In  43  per  cent  of  the  cases, 
Intermediate  hoys  and  girls  did  serve  as  helpers.  However,  in  a  number  of 
the  reports  it  was  indicated  that  the  services  were  very  carefully  limited, 
to  such  items  as  helping  wash  hands,  serve  refreshments,  help  v/ith  games,  and 
the  like.  In  some  cases  it  was  reported  that  the  Intermediates  helped 
during  a  portion  of  the  session,  and  also  had  a  class  period  of  their  own, 

3,  In  what  way  is  the  vacation  school  a  part  of  the  ongoing  Intermediate  Fellow¬ 
ship  program  of  your  church?  In  35^  cf  the  replies  no  relation  at  all  was 
reiported. 

The  most  common  reply  was  that  the  vacation  school  provided  a  supplementary 
period  for  study  and  a  block  of  time  for  teaching,  which  would  he  carried 
over  into  Sunday  church  school  and  other  Intermediate  groups.  Occasional 
replies  stated  that  the  vacation  school  helped  hold  Intermediate  interest 
during  the  summer,  that  it  v;as  coordinated  with  the  regular  department 
program,  and  that  it  provided  opportunity  for  leadership  training.  Other 
schools  replied  that  they  had  little  success  with  Intermediates  in  vacation 
school,  that  their  interests  were  better  served  in  other  ways  and  at  other 
times.  Interdenominational  schools  also  reported  a  difficulty  in  relating 
their  work  with  Intermediates  to  the  local  church  program. 


List  Of  Cooperating  Denominations 


African  Methodist  ibiscopal  Zion 
American  Baptist  Convention 
Augustana  Lutheran 
Church  of  the  Brethren 
Congregational- Christian 
Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Lisciples  of  Christ 
Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Evangelical  Lutheran 
Evangelical  United  Brethren 


Friends 

Mennonite  Church,  General  Conference 

Methodist 

Moravian  Church 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S, 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.A. 
Protestant  I^Discopal 
Reformed  Church  in  America 
United  Lutheran 
United  Presbyterian 
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STUDY  CF  1951  VACATION  CHURCH  SCHCOLS 


(Appendix) 


Last  summer  you  helped  us  celebrate  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  Vacation  Church 
Schools,  As  we  begin  the  next  fifty  years  of  Vacation  School  history,  we  are 
all  eager  to  make  our  Vacation  Schools  more  effective  in  helping  boys  and  girls 
to  know  more  about  the  Christian  Gospel  and  v/ay  of  life. 

In  order  to  plan  and  pr'^vide  materials  to  help  you  and  other  Vacation  Church 
School  v/orkers,  the  Christian  education  leaders  want  to  find  out  more  about  the 
schools  that  are  now  being  conducted  -  who  attends,  hov;  long  they  are  held,  how 
they  are  planned,  etc. 

We  are  attempting  to  secure  information  from  a  representative  cross  section  of 
our  churches,  and  you  are  one  of  a  selected  group  being  asked  to  provide  that 
information.  We  need  a  report  from  the  Vacation  School  which  your  church  con¬ 
ducted  last  summer,  V/e  hope  you  will  be  able  to  cooperate  in  providing  the 
information  requested,  Q,uestion3  about  procedures  do  not  indicate  they  are 
either  recommended  or  to  be  discouraged;  they  are  simply  an  attempt  to  get  the 
facts. 


WILL  YOU  PLEASE  OBSERVE  TEE  FOLLOWING? 

1,  It  v/ill  be  best  to  have  at  least  two  people  cooperate  in  filling  out  the 
blank,  in  '^rder  that  the  memory  and  opinions  of  one  may  supplement  and 
balance  the  other.  They  should  be  people  closely  connected  with  the 
Vacation  School, 

2,  Answer  the  questions  on  the  basis  of  your  1951  Vacation  School, 

3,  Please  try  to  answer  each  question.  The  success  of  this  study  depends  on 
your  v/illingness  to  be  frank,  honest,  and  to  give  full  information.  Do 
not  be  afra,id  to  put  down  information  v/hich  may  not  be  too  favorable  to 
your  school  -  every  school  has  its  weak  points,  and  we  can  improve  Vacation 
Schools  only  when  we  know  what  these  weak  points  are. 

If  you  find  you  cannot  ansv;er  all  the  questions,  just  leave  those  spaces 
blank, 

4,  Read  through  the  entire  survey  blank  before  beginning  to  v/rite  the  answers, 
so  you  will  kn-^w  what  information  is  being  requested  in  later  sections 

of  the  blank, 

5,  At  the  end  of  the  blank  is  space  for  your  free  evaluation  of  your  school, 
and  your  suggestions  as  to  the  help  you  need  most  from  publishers  and 
the  national  educational  board.  This  is  your  chance  to  tell  us  v/ha.t  is 
really  on  your  heart  and  mind  -  we  want  your  opinion, 

A  stamped  addressed  envelope  is  enclosed  for  you  to  use  in  returning  the  blank. 

Your  assistance  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 


Send  to: 


Return  by  March  1,  1952. 


STUDY  OF  1951  VACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOLS 


Name  of 

Church _ _ ^ _  City  _ ; _ State 

Names  of  Persons  Positions 

Providing  Information:  in  Church: 


I. 


OECAITIZATICN  OF  VACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOL 


1,  Departments  in 
school: 

(Place  a  check 
after, the  name 
of  each  depart¬ 
ment  in  your 
1951  school.) 


A,  Nursery 

B,  Kindergarten 

(Beginners) 

C,  Primary 


D.  Junior 

E,  Intermediate 
(Junior  High) 


2.  Ages  includes  in 
each  department: 

(Give  inclusive 
age  figures.) 

A.  Nursery 

B.  Kindergarten 

C.  Primary 

D.  Junior 

E.  Intermediate 
(Junior  High) 

3.  Size  of  school: 

A.  Nursery 

"Bt^s  iGlTX^i 

E.  Intermediate 

- j - 

(Give  enrollment 

B.  Kindergarten 

’  F.  Total  Pupils 

for  each  depart¬ 
ment  and  total 

C,  Primary 

G.  No .  Teachers 

school. ) 

D,  Junior 

1 

*  E.  Other  Staff 

(Specify) 

4,  Length  of  school:  A,  One  v/eek  _  D.  Pour  weeks 


2 

I 

i 

I 

i 

t 


(check)  • 

C,  Three  weeks 


E.  Longer  than 

four  weeks  _ 

(indicate  length ) 


5.  Hovr  many  days  per  week  did  school  meet? 

6.  How  maiiy  hours  per  day  did  school  meet? 


7.  I'Jhat  time  of  day  did  school  meet? _ _ 

(G-ive  hours  of  meeting,  as  9-12,  If  different  deioartments  met  at  different 
hours,  give  the  hours  for  each  department.) 


8.  Intermediates  (Junior  Highs)  in  Vacation  School,  If  you  have  indicated  in 
1  and  2  above  that  you  did  not  have  an  Intermediate  department  in  your  Vaca¬ 
tion  School,  please  check  below  the  reason  why  Intermediates  were  not 
included, 

A.  Lack  of  pupil  interest  _  C.  Lack  of  leaders  _ 

B,  Other  adequate  summer  prog—  D,  Other  reason 

ram  for  Intermediates  tindi- 

cate  what  it  is)  (.t^iease  state; 
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9.  How  v/ere  pupils  grouped  in  departments?  (Check) 

A.  According  to  the  school  grade  they  had  just  completed. 

B,  According  to  the  school  grade  they  would  enter  in  September, 

0.  Other  method  (describe), 

IJere  the  children  happy  v/ith  this  arrangement?  Yes  _  Ho 

If  not,  why? 


Ifes  this  arrangement  satisfactory  to  the  teachers?  Yes  _  No 

If  unsatisfactory,  in  what  respect? 


II.  LSADERSHIP  OF  TEE  VACATION  SCHOOL 


1,  VJho  planned  your 
Vacation  School? 

(Check) 


A.  Christian  education  committee 

B,  Committee  on  Children’s  Nork 

C*  fecial  Vacation  School  committee 
B.  Pastor 

E,  Director  of  Christian  Education 

F.  Sunday  church  school  teachers  and  superin¬ 

tendents 


C, ' Other  person  or  group  (Indicate  who) 


H,  (l)  Are  parents  represented  in  the  planning? 


Yes  No 


(2)  In  what  v;ay? 


2,  IiToo  v;ere  the  teachers  and  officers  "^f  your  school?  V/hat  were  their  ages? 

Indicate  number 

(Check)  Under  21  21-40  Over  40 

A.  Teachers  and  officers  of  the  Sunday  church 

school  _  _  _ 

B,  Persons  vrho  are  not  regular  teachers  in  the 
Sunday  church  school: 

_  (1)  Parents  _  _  _ 

_  (2)  Public  school  teachers  _  _  _ 

_  (3)  Ueekday  religious  education  teachers  _  _  _ 

(4)  Outside  snecialists  secured  to  lead,  the 
-  school  -  -  - 

_  (5)  Young  people  (Above  high  school)  _  _  _ 

_  (6)  High  school  helpers  _  _  _ 

_  (7)  Others  -  please  specify  _  _  _ 


3. 


III. 
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Training  and  Experience  of  Vacation  School  teachers  and  other  staffi 

Please  give  the  niJinber  of  teachers  and  other  staff  who  have  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  experiences  and  training: 

himiDer 

A,  Teaching  in  Sunday  church  school  _ 

B,  Attendance  at  Vacation  School  v/orkshop,  clinic, 

or  coaching  conference  in  community  _ 

C,  Attendance  at  laboratory  or  observation  school  _ 

D,  Courses  in  leadership  training  schools  _ 

E,  Taught  in  Vacation  School  in  previous  years  _ 

E,  Teaching  in  weekday  religious  education  _ 

G.  Teaching  in  public  school  _ 

H.  Special  Vacation  School  training  sessions  set 

"by  your  local  church  _ 

I.  Other  experience  (please  specify)  _ 

4,  How  far  in  advance  of  the  Vacation  School  was  the  Director  selected? _ 

5.  How  far  in  advance  were  other  staff  selected?  _ 


MATERIALS  AlTD  PR0GTLAI4  OP  THE  VACATION  SCHOOL 

A.  Christian  education  committee 

B.  Special  Vacation  School  committee 

C.  Past'r 

D.  Director  of  Christian  Education 

E.  Church  school  teachers  ^nd  superintendents 
P.  Director  of  Vacation  School 
G.  Vacation  School  teacher  for  each  department 
E,  Other  person  or  group  (please  specify) 


1,  I'/ho  selected  the 
teaching  materials 
for  your  school? 

( Check) 


2,  T'Jhat  teaching  materials  did  you  use?  List  below. 

Author  Title  Publisher 

Nursery  _  _ _ _ 

Kindergarten  ■ _  . _  _ 

Primary _ _ ^ _  _ 

Junior _ _  _ 

Intermediate 


3.  V/ere  teaching  materials  selected:  (check) 

A,  To  supplement  Sunday  church  school  courses 

B,  As  part  of  a  separately  planned  cycle  of  vacation  school  curriculum 

C,  On  other  "basis  (state  v/hat) 


4,  ^'Jhat  supplementary  materials  were  used?  (Please  list.  In  case  of  books, 
please  give  author,  title,  and  publisher.) 


5,  Who  selected  the  supplementary  materials? 


6,  Were  any  of  these  elements  included 

A,  Activities  for  School  as  a  hole 

(1)  Opening  exercises  _ 

(2)  Recreation  _ 

(3)  Assemblies  _ 

(4)  Worship  services  _ 

(5)  Other  (please  specify)  _ 


in  your  Vacation  School  program?  (Check) 

B.  Department  or  Class  Activities: 

(1)  Trips  _ 

(2)  Out-of-dcors  activities  _ 

(Please  specify) 

(3)  Service  projects  _ 

(4)  Any  other  special 

projects  (please  specify)  _ 


IV.  RELATIONSHIP  TO  OTHER  ACTIVITIES 

1.  Is  the  Vacation  School  related  to  the  ongoing  year-round 

program  in  your  church?  Yes  _ I'To _ 

In  what  ways?  _ 

2.  Does  your  church  sponsor  other  summer  activities  for  the 

children  enrolled  in  the  Vacation  School?  Yes  _  No 

If  so,  what?  _ 

3.  Hov/  many  of  the  children  enrolled  in  Vacation  School  attended: 

Church  sponsored  summer  camp?  _  Other  simmer  camp?  _ 

4.  Are  there  other  community  activities  operating  at  the 
same  time  as  Vacation  School  v/hich  compete  f  or  the  time 

of  children?  Yes  No 


Name  of  Activity 


Sponsor 
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V.  FITOTCIHG  TEE  VACATION  CEimCH  SCEO-OL 

1,  V/ere  expenses  of  Vacation  School  met  hy:  (check  ways  yon  need) 

A.  Inclusion  in  church  school  or  Christian  education  budget? 

B*  Special  offering  from  parents? 

C,  Special  offering  from  pupils? 

E,  Registration  fees?  • 

E,  Other  ways  (Please  specify) 

2.  Nas  the  director  paid? 

3»  V[ere  the  teachers  paid? 

4.  V/ere  other  staff  members  paid? 

(helpers,  assistants,  etc*) 

VI,  CEILDREN  REACEED 

Number  of  children  enrolled  in  your  Vacation  School  who:  Number 

chxprch 

1.  Attend  your  Sunday/ school  _ 

2,  Attend  some  other  Sunday  church  school  _  _ 

3*  Do  not  have  any  church  connections  or  attend  any  church  scho.ol  _ 


Yes _  No 

Yes _ No 

Yes  No 


VII.  TEE  roiERICAL  INE-RiViATION  GIVEN  in  this  report  is:  (Check) 

1.  Based  on  records 

2,  Our  best  estimate 


VIII.  GENERAL  EVALUATION 

1,  Please  give  your  general  evaluation  of  your  1951  Vacation  School:  were  the 
children  and  parents  happy  in  the  experience;  did  the  teachers  have  a  sense 
6f  achievement;  did  the  School  contribute  to  your  total  Church  program  of 
Christian  education;  were  unchurched  children  attending  Vacation  School 
brought  into  the  Sunday  church  school;  how  did  the  School  compare  v;ith  those 
held  in  previous  years? 


2.  What  help  do  you  need  from  your  church  board  of  Christian  education  and  from 
the  publishers  of  materials  in  order  to  improve  the  vacation  schools  conducted 
by  your  church? 


